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A charity committed to children, 
working from Crete



IMPACT
In 2017 children hosted at the summer camp 
were up + 29% from 2016

Over 100 people have been regularly 
supported and hundreds have received in 
kind donations and occasional assistance 

INCOME
Revenues up 37% from 2016
Operating revenues up 32% from 2016
Running costs down from 11% to 8% 

2017 Programs Summary

Summer Camp:
24 disadvantaged children and 7 
volunteers from Belarus, Syria, Iraq, Italy 
and India learning about peace and 
friendship by the Cretan Sea

Migration:
In Crete: support to refugees and 
economic migrants
In Athens: at Skaramanga Hot Spot, and 
elsewhere, assistance in various projects, 
& food distribution

Community:
University hospital, Crete: computer, 
desks, furniture, books, arts & crafts 
Locally: glasses,  shoes, school kits, 
clothes and sport kits, food and 
medicines

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE AT THE CENTER OF ALL WE DO



THANK YOU FROM OUR BOARD

Dear Friend of Crete For Life,

This year we were truly thrilled to have welcomed children 
and young adults from further afield, by the Cretan Sea.  
These last few years we have all seen hundreds of thousands  
people fleeing war and persecution from countries such as 
Syria and Iraq, arriving in Greece to look for peace and a 
future. Many of them are children and young adults. 

From living normal lives surrounded by family and friends, too 
many find themselves without any control of their present 
and their future existence.  We are often told that charity 
volunteers are the only link they have to some sort of normal 
community and to human acknowledgement. 

While working at Skaramangas Hot Spot we met smart, 
polite, lively teenagers and we decided to invite them to 
be volunteers to the younger campers who are children 
living with chronic illness from Belarus areas affected by 
the Chernobyl Catastrophe. Our strong hunch was that by 
making the refugees into volunteers, everyone won. The 
results showed that this could not have been more true.  

Having experienced war, man-made catastrophe or 
chronic illness, Crete For Life young campers compared 
note on what happened to them and their families and 
how they are coping with their lives. Then they moved 
on together to have very happy times and build strong 
friendships by the Cretan Sea. Cultural, religious, ethnical 
differences were used as building blocks. The lesson we 
learned from them is that life, fun, laughter and friendship 
always, always wins. Omnia vincit amor.

In this report you can read about this and the other exciting 
projects we  have been involved in and that we very much 
hope to be able to continue to do in the future. 

It is with deep gratitude that we thank you all, foundations, 
donors, sponsors, supporters, partners and friends, for making 
this journey together with us, enabling Crete For Life to be 
active in giving children and young adults the support and 
help they deserve. 

LET’S CELEBRATE OUR ACHIEVEMENTS TOGETHER!  

We are really pleased to tell you that, thanks to you, we had another great 
year at Crete For Life!

We would like to express 
our sincere thanks to all of 
our volunteers, founders 
and partners who have 
been crucial to delivering 
these results in 2017.

OUR BOARD-GREECE: 
Olimpia Theodoli 
Adelina Karantoni 
Maria Spiridaki 
Maria Koutsopodioti 
Margharet Shipman 
Maria Koina

OUR BOARD- ITALY: 
Olimpia Theodoli 
Beatrice Della Posta 
Carolina Giudice Caracciolo 
Valeria Cozza Caposavi



OUR MISSION

Committed to children in need, working from Crete.

Crete For Life is a child focused charity that works on practical projects to make an 
immediate – but hopefully lasting - impact on children’s lives.

What we do
Since 2005, our main project is an 
annual restorative, fun filled holiday 
on Crete for sick children, who  might  
otherwise never have a holiday.  We 
have welcomed children coping 
with life threatening diseases from 
Greece, Belarus (those affected by 
the consequences of the Chernobyl’s 
catastrophe) Syria, Iraq and from other 
parts of the world.

Over recent years, in response to 
the Greek economical crisis and the 
unprecedented mass migration and 
refugee crisis, we have moved into other 
areas of support:

• Helping refugees and migrants on 
the island of Crete and elsewhere 
in Greece, giving priority to 
unaccompanied minors and those 
most at risk.

• Supporting Crete’s university hospital 
who serves thousands of children 
every year.

• Providing local children whose 
families & communities have 
suffered greatly from the   economic 
downturn with practical help, 
medical assistance and emotional 
support .

Why
Because we believe everyone, regardless 
of nationality, race or faith, has unique 
gifts, talents and contributions to make. 
Whether  born in a socially unsuitable 
environment or a victim of war, natural or 
man made disaster, children and young 
adults are the most vulnerable part of our 
community, but they are also our major 
investment and hope for the future.

Our vision
Our vision is a world where every child  has 
opportunities.

Our values
We strive to be accountable: as an 
organisation, we are accountable for 
everything we do, to our members, 
founders, donors and to the children and 
young people we support.

We try to be inclusive: We aim to support 
all children and young people, putting 
particular focus on those who most need 
our support. This includes children from 
families in poverty, with chronic illness and 
disabilities and those from minority ethnic 
background. 

We want to empower and encourage 
independence: We believe in supporting 
disadvantaged children to go on to have 
better lives and reach their potential.

We are a small charity who wants to 
support disadvantaged children with 
practical help but also by building 
personal, positive, warm relationships in 
the tradition of the Cretan hospitality
(φιλοξενία).



SUCCESS STORIES

We played for peace! 
Children from different nationalities, 
religions, languages and backgrounds 
enjoyed  Crete For Life summer camp 
2017 and found a way to play for 
peace together! Greek, Belarusian, 
Syrian, Iraqi and Yazidi children and 
young adults  shared their experiences 
of living with the consequences of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe and the war and 
persecution in Syria and Iraq and used 
it as a starting point for getting to know 
each other and hearing about the life 
experiences of their contemporaries. 
Sharing the Cretan Sea together and 

many hours of fun and friendship, the 
campers found a place for healing,  
forming many long lasting friendships. 
Thanks to volunteers from Play For  
Peace®, we all learned that a common 
language is possible through all inclusive, 
cooperative play, creating laughter, 
compassion and peace!

Shoes For Children on the move 
Thousands of children are running away 
from war, violence and persecution 
and are on a long march towards a 
better future. Many of them, however, 
lack suitable shoes, especially during 
the winter months. Thanks to our crowd 
funding campaign and the help of 
many friends and supporters, we have 
distributed new, or as new winter shoes 
to many children in homes, camps 
and schools. Good quality winter shoes 
insulate the children from the cold, 
protecting them from accidents and 
illness. The children we helped were able 
to walk, run, jump, go to school and play 
with their friends, keeping warm, dry and 
hopefully safe. 

Tomato express 
Crete, and particularly the area around 
Ierapetra, is one of Greece’s main areas 
for year-round cultivation of fruits and 
vegetables in greenhouses. Crete For 
Life receives or buys fresh produces 
of high quality which are the wrong 
size or shape to be sold by the great 
distribution.  Local farmers find a way 
to sell, for a small profit, their imperfect 
vegetables, which might otherwise end 
up as waste; Crete For Life, together with 
Athens charity  “Pampiraiki”, distributes 
fresh vegetables and fruits to refugees, 
migrants and impoverished families in 
mainland Greece. 



SUMMER CAMP 2017

Objective  
To provide free hospitality by the Cretan Sea to children from disadvantaged situations 
that would benefit physically and emotionally from the experience.
 
What were the outputs? 
We provided 4 to 2 weeks stay for 31 children, young adults and volunteers, including 
creative and outdoors events, Play for Peace ®  training in personal development and 
leadership skill, and we also catered for additional individual needs. 

As part of our program, we 
had daily session by the beach 
practicing swimming, beach 
games, various sports and arts 
and crafts.  The campers ate 
home cooked food from the 
world renowned Cretan diet, 
enriched by the locally grown 
vegetables. They also took 
part in local activities meeting 
children and adults from the 
local community.

We offered free of charge 
holidays to socially vulnerable 
children who would not have 
otherwise have such a chance. 
Children and teenagers from 
different areas of Belarus and 
other countries, especially, 
those from isolated living 
conditions, were able to meet 
other children, feel more 
confident and try new activities. 

We worked with partner 
organisations Medicine and 
Chernobyl and Play for Peace®  
as well as local organization 
such as the Red Cross and the 
local authorities.

K. and R. are16 years old and both left Syria, their school, 
friends and extended  families 2 years ago, running 
away from Isis. Crete reminded them of their previous 
lives where they would be out with friends, eating ice 
cream. While in Ierapetra they also learned to swim.  

For 17 years old  M. from Aleppo, the Cretan Sea acted 
as antidote against his traumatic escape from Syria. He 
was the funny, cheeky, gentle of the group and while in 
Crete he became protective of youngest children. He 
made sure everyone was always included in the activities 
and communicated through laughter and smiles.

M. has gone through excruciatingly painful surgery 
with the aim of extending his height  a little. At first 
he was very shy and kept by himself, but thanks to 
the inclusive, fun atmosphere he found in Crete, he 
started to play and swim and never missed a game..



•	 Improvement in general physical 
health, confirmed by doctors 
travelling with the children, their 
parents and guardians.  

 
• Being together in a calm natural 

setting improved relaxation and 
mental wellbeing. Socializing with 
peers improved self	confidence and 
social skills.

• The atmosphere in the group, 
especially thanks to guided non 
competitive games, resulted in 
the total inclusion of all children 
notwithstanding disability, gender, 
background, race or religion 
differences.

•	 Integration into a different society/
community.  The local Cretan 
community was welcoming and 

generous to all children. Any initial  
concern of discrimination, especially 
towards refugees, was mistaken. 
In the small town of Ierapetra, the 
children and young adults felt at 
ease and blended in with the locals.

• Learning new skills: for example, 
improved communication skills as not 
having a common language, apart 
from a little English, seemed to pose 
no big problem, even when there 
were meetings focused on discussion 
and planning of activities. 

• Having  a lot of fun, collecting 
positive memories and experiences 
and above all making new friends 
from different countries with whom to 
stay in touch trough social channels

What were the outcomes?  
At the end of their Cretan stay the participants reported:

SUMMER CAMP 2017



PHOTOS



FROM OUR PARTNERS

Play for Peace’s mission is too bring together children, youth, and 
organizations	from	communities	in	conflict,	using	cooperative	play	to	
create laughter, compassion, and peace.

“We connected to Crete for Life 
(Olimpia) in Skaramangas camp in 
Athens, Greece. Olimpia saw Play for 
Peace® in action as we facilitated 
session with youth in the camp. It was 
her vision that saw the refugee youth 
as resource persons. She invited us to 
become part of the summer program 
where young people from Belarus 
come for a month for healing and 
recuperation. The 2 weeks we spent 
were a live evidence of Play for  Peace® 
being a process of ‘community building’. 
Often people ask us what do you do 
when you face a challenge. Often 
our answer is we go back to the basic 
tenant ‘Trust the process’. 

It was this ‘trust 
the process’ that 
Crete for Life 
put in action by 
including Play 
for  Peace® 
in a program 
that has 
been running 
successfully 
for almost a 
decade. 

To invite youth from a refugee camp to 
come and work with young people from 
different culture & language requires 
trust and beyond that confidence. It 
also indicates a desire and drive to 
evolve and bring in new inputs. It was 
a valuable partnership for us as we saw 
the journey of young people from camp 
and from Belarus meeting first time 
having no common ground. 

Play for  Peace® sessions helped them 
laugh together, see each other being 
vulnerable. This set the tone for the 
connection between them. A picture 
from the last day would suffice to 
summarize what happened. It was like 
members of a family parting, the tears 
just wouldn’t stop. 

Play for  Peace® in our experience 
is also a process of healing and we 
have experienced it having worked 
many times in relief camps (for people 
affected by man made disaster and 
natural calamities). The tears on the last 
day were also tears of healing that were 
grounded in the reality that they belong, 
that they can be family wherever they 
are.

It is valuable for Crete for Life and Play 
for  Peace® to come together and be 
able to provide a more holistic healing 
to young people.   
           
Swati & Agyatmitra



MIGRATIONS
ATHENS & SKARAMANGA HOT SPOT

The problem: Athens hosts the largest 
number of refugees and asylum seekers 
in Greece, mostly from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  Some are living in camps, 
like Skaramanga, just outside the city. 
Those who can, rent out apartments 
that are shared with other families, 
many lives in squats and in abandoned 
public buildings, other still are homeless. 
Refugees and asylum seekers cannot 
work legally, and recession hit Greece 
has the highest unemployment rate of all 
EU states. 

Objective:  During 2017 Crete For Life 
main objective was that of distributing 
fresh and long life food, clothes, 
toiletries and medical aid, thanks to the 
support of the “Nando and Elsa Peretti 
Foundation”

What were the outputs? 
We have cooperated with local charities 
and in particular with the Norwegian 
NGO “A Drop in the Ocean” and 
with the Greek charity “Pampiraiki”. 
During the year we have volunteered 
at Skaramangas Hot Spot, the largest 
refugees camp in Greece in order to 
understand first hand what were the 
real needs that were not met by other 
charities and institutions. 

Throughout the year, Crete For Life 
volunteers visit Athens regularly and 
pay special attention to adapting their 
support to the fast changing needs of 
the people assisted.
We sourced and supplied new goods, 
and where possible we collected 
second-hand clothes and donated 
items. We focused on immediate urgent 
requests, such as diapers and infant 
milk, children shoes, underwear and 
pregnancy clothes.

Later in the year we connected with 
Pampiraiki who runs the Ellinikon 
Warehouse, the main central storage 
for donations and aid in Athens. They 
distribute fresh and dry foods and 
essential non-food items to more than 
5000 people in camps, shelters, squats, 
day centres and private apartments. 
They also send much needed items to 
camps further outside Athens and to the 
warehouses on the Islands of Chios and 
Lesvos. 

Crete is the leading region of Greece in 
greenhouse production of vegetables. 
We are able to source fresh vegetables 
not suitable for the general distribution 
because of size or irregular shapes, 
directly for the local farmers. Thus 
we have been supplying Pampiraiki, 
and participate in helping those most 
vulnerable.



MIGRATIONS
CRETE’S ECONOMIC MIGRANTS

What were the outcomes? 
•  Since January 2017, hundreds of 

children’s shoes, clothes, dry food, 
children equipment and other goods 
have been delivered by Crete For 
Life volunteers

•  Vegetables from Ierapetra are 
distributed in Athens  among a 
minimum of 20 families each week. 

• Over 20 young adults and children 
have been assisted with medical 
consultations and medicines, some 
with specialized care such as a 
customized wheelchair for a disable 
young man.

• In Ierapetra an  estimated 60 people 
from the  Pakistani/Indian/Afghani 
communities are regularly helped 
with food  and assistance from our 
food bank. 

• Circa 80 people have been assisted 
occasionally with food, clothes and 
medical assistance.  

For the 4th year, in Ierapetra, Crete, 
we have assisted with food distribution 
and medical support the local mainly 
Pakistani community. In Ierapetra, fresh 
and long life food, household  goods and 
medical assistance have been shared 
among the many economic migrant. 

It is estimated that up to 90% of Greece’s 
agriculture wage labourers are economic 
migrants. Farm work is often the only 
option for them when they arrive in 
the country without accommodation, 
money or legal status. Exploitation and 
indignity of undocumented migrant 
labour is rife in Greece, many labourers 
are minors or very young adults,  and most 
of them are not even receiving any of 
their low salaries (around € 20 per day) 
they are owed. They stay for lack of a 
better options, to help their families.



ASYLUM SEEKERS, 
REFUGEES & ECONOMIC MIGRANTS

Skaramanga, on the outskirts of Athens, 
is Greece’s largest hotspot, a containers 
town hosting around 3400 people 
including 1700 children.

M.I. left Pakistan 7 years ago to find work 
to sustain his large family back home.  
His two children, aged 14 and 12, have 
recently run away from Pakistan to 
join him in Crete, travelling alone and 
separately, on foot for many months. 
They hoped to find work in Greece and 
help out their father.  Last time these 
children saw their father they were 
respectively 7 and 5 years old.  Way 
under European legal working age and 
not at school, the two brothers, and 
many others like them, bring to Europe 
their harsh living reality.

Thanks to the Nando and Elsa Peretti Foundation, through the program “Emergency 
relief and assistance to migrants and refugees in Crete, Greece” we can support  
refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants,  focusing particularly on children, 
unaccompanied minors and those most at risk.  We provide practical help, food and 
medical aid and we want to be a reference point to those who have yet no voice in 
their new communities. Refugees and economic migrants might come from different 
realities but share the same impotence and uncertainty about their present and their 
future.



LOCAL COMMUNITY
IERAPETRA 

Objective: To provide support  to local  
Greek families and individuals, who are 
most vulnerable because of the financial 
crisis. 

What were the outputs?  
We have been helping, by providing 
clothes,  food and toiletries to families in 
need. Covering travel expenses  to enable 
children to follow therapies in other parts 
of the country and we have also bought 
corrective glasses. We have distributed 
school kits and organized school tuition and 
sport support  throughout the year.

In cooperation with the municipal social 
assistants, Crete For Life support in the local 
community extends  to facilitating  medical 
care  for families, minors  and those most 
vulnerable,  we help those Greek families 
who are out of work and therefore have no 
access to the state’s health system.

What were the outcomes? 
A small number of children are 
regularly supported, and Crete For 
Life is in a open conversation with the 
local authorities and the Red Cross to 
help resolve needs that cannot be met 
through the official channels.



When Mary was on Crete everyone 
around her felt happy.  A gentle, kind, 
fiercely intelligent woman,  she understood 
human nature and all its limitations and 
she had a wonderful, contagious sense 
of humor.  Thanks to Mary,  Crete’s 
University hospital now has many books, 
computers, chairs and much else, to 
make the doctors’ work a little easier 
and the children’s stay a happier one.

“ I so admire Crete For Life, it is a project with 
values so close to my heart” Mary,  16/1/16

LOCAL COMMUNITY
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, HERAKLION 

Objective: Crete For Life supports  the 
paediatric ward of Crete’s University 
hospital, one of the top facilities in 
Greece serving thousands  of patients 
every year.
  
What were the outcomes?  
Thanks to a private donor, we were able 
to supply a few items requested by the 
nurses and the doctors, such as a new 
computer for the doctor’s office and 
small chairs for the younger long term 
patients.



MEASURING OUR IMPACT

Key performance indicators

Through the year we monitor a number 
of Key Performance Indicators that help 
us towards achieving our strategic aims. 
Particular attention is given to
• the charity’s expenditure
• the growth of private donations and 

foundations support
• crowd funding
• quality of the experience we offer at 

the annual summer camp 
• feedback from the children and 

young people hosted in Crete
• number of families directly benefiting 

from the support programs 

We are working to refine and 
sharpen the list of KPIs as part of our 
commitment to continuous learning and 
development.

Risk managment

We have developed a risk management strategy which involves a regular review of key 
risks faced by the charity and the establishment of systems and procedures to address 
those potential risks and to minimise any impact on the charity if the risks materialise. 
These are what we consider the main key risks facing the organisation
• Crete For Life is mostly reliant on foundations and therefore needs to take into 

account changing economic, policy and social conditions that may affect its 
individual supporters, corporate, major donors and trust funders.  

• We put children safety above anything else. We recognises the importance of 
safeguarding children and young people in all areas of our work. The charity has 
a safeguarding policy which applies to all staff and volunteers who have regular 
contact with children and young people. 

• We also include in our risk management policy solutions to any contrasts that might 
stem from cultural, ethnical, gender and religious differences between children, 
volunteers and anyone involved in Crete For Life.  

THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
ADULTS WE HELP ARE:

Children with chronic diseases who benefit 
physically and mentally from rest and 
recuperation in the healing sea climate 
of Crete, such as children from the 
Chernobyl affected areas of Belarus.

Children, young adults and those 
most vulnerable who are asylum 
seekers or economic migrants in 
Greece and particularly in Crete.

Young Patients of the Pediatric 
department University Hospital in Crete.

Vulnerable children from the local community



FROM OUR VOLUNTEERS

The funding that Crete For Life receives in order to host 
recuperative breaks for sick children is invaluable.  Without 
this funding, we would be unable to give these children 
the holiday that some desperately need.  I feel really 
honoured to be a volunteer with Crete For Life.  I see first 
hand how these recuperative breaks impact the lives of the 
children. They arrive uncertain and reserved.  They spend 
a months getting involved in team building games, singing, 
dancing, learning to swim. They love the sun, the fun and 

the healthy Cretan food.  They leave carefree, happy and make life long 
friends in the process.  Many of the children continue to keep in contact 
with each other and the volunteers of Crete For Life. – Margaret 

On behalf  of the children, children’s parents, 
guardians and Medicine and Chernobyl’s 
volunteers I would like to express our sincere 
gratitude for the warmth of your hearts, love 
and care for Belarusian children. During the 
stay in Crete the children built up stamina, they 
become more resistible, stronger and come 
back home much healthier. They ate nourishing 
food full of vitamins and nutrients, breathed fresh 
sea air with iodine, swam in the sea which gave 
them immense pleasure and healthy sleep…

The new initiative, the game of Play for Peace let every participants 
feel that she or he was not alone, it gave the feeling of togetherness, 
support and unity. Children learnt to see the problems of the others, not 
only their own. They saw exact ways of helping those in need; they saw 
how to express their desires, ideas and thoughts in a polite way… 
Igor Kot, Chairman “Medicine and Chernobyl” Minsk Guardians:
Alena Nazdryn-Platniskaya, Halina Kapitiush, Alina Yakauleva

Crete For Life brings together. people from all walks 
of life and nationalities, who all have one thing 
in common, and that is to help with making the 
recuperative holiday of the children from Belarus 
and elsewhere as enjoyable and memorable 
as possible.  Crete For Life offers a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere to all the young 
children in their care during their stay in Crete. 
Making friendships that last a lifetime. - Brian 



TOP CONTRIBUTORS, SUPPORTERS & PARTNERS

• An Anonymous Foundation
• The Nando & Elsa Peretti Foundation
• Daniel Unger & Claudius Ochsner
• Medicine & Chernobyl
• Aegean Airlines
• Play For Peace
• Anna Maria Rocca
• Sandra & Mario Quarta Colosso
• Gregorio Sebregondi e Francesca 

Theodoli Sebregondi
• Marianna Balothiari
• Christina Baltatsi
• Janet Jones
• Barbro Guaccero
• and  many others who wish to remain 

anonymous



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Period covered from 1/1/2017 to 31/12/2017
Fully	certified	financials	are	available	on	request

BANK ACCOUNT Banca Prossima Acc Post office Acc Balance

Opening 
31/12/2016

331.25 841.52 1,172.77

Bank interest 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total incomings 69,127.06 1,330.00 70,457.06

Total expences -67,000.65 -1,379.27 -68,379.92 

Closing
31/12/2017

2,457.66 792.25 3,249.91
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Income Outgoing

43.771,93 46.238,39

70.457,06 68.379,92

2016
2017

Income & Outgoing in €

Running  Costs
2016 =  € 3482 = 11%

Running  Costs
 2017= €  5170 = 8%

31%

57%

12%

Administration and Fundraising

Rental and Utilities

Bank Charges

46%

48%

6%

Administration and Fundraising

Rental & Utilities

Bank charges



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Operating revenues How we used our revenues

8%

92%

Running and fundraising costs Children programs

Programs

51%40%

4%

2%
3%

Summer Camp Migration Local Community Belarus University Hospital

87% 

7% 

1% 
4% 1% 

Foundations Donations by bank

Donations in cash Crowdfunding

5x1000



FUTURE CHALLENGES

Crete For Life has ambitious plans for the 
future. We are committed to helping as 
many young people around us as we 
can. 

The impact of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe continue to be felt by the 
children of those directly affected by 
the catastrophe in 1986. At present, 
over one million children are still living 
in contaminated zones. Being able 
to escape a radioactive, highly toxic 
environment for just a few weeks extends 
each child’s life by an estimated two 
years, and reduces their contamination 
levels by 30 to 50 percent. Just as 
important, these children return to 
their communities with the comforting 
knowledge that the outside world has 
not forgotten about them. 

Our program of summer rest and 
recuperation, running since 2006,  has 
proven through the years to have 
had a positive impact physically and 
mentally on the children hosted. Crete’s 
dry, warm climate is ideal for  many 
conditions these children suffer from, 
such as osteoporosis and chronic 
respiratory ailments. We hope to be able 
to continue to offer the possibility to 
many children to come and experience 
the beauty and healing properties of the 
Cretan sea with us. 

Thousands of people fleeing from 
war and poverty are likely to remain 
in Greece, joined by the many more 
that continue to arrive by land and 
sea. Crete is seeing a first wave of 
resettlements, especially minors 
and vulnerable families, and it is 
likely that many more will follow. A 
constant flux of economic migrants, 
especially youngsters, continue to seek 
employment in the local agriculture 
economy, but Greece, that has been in 
a financial crisis for over 10 years, has the 
highest rate of unemployment in Europe, 
making life difficult for many Greeks and 
foreigners alike. In 2018 we would like 
to have the opportunity to support our 
local community at large, including new 
comers and in particular children, minors 
and those most at risk.

We are a very small charity run by a 
few, very committed volunteers. Our 
main challenges are those faced 
today by many charities who, like us, 
rely on private funding: that of insuring 
a constant influx of revenue to run our 
programs. We are extremely honoured 
and thankful for the trust foundations 
and donors have placed on us and our 
programs and we hope to continue 
consolidate our partnership with them.

OUR NEXT STEPS will be to increase our board’s diversity to include new members and 
new outlooks, to enlarge the quality and quantity of  the work we do. 
We are also working towards strategic partnerships to leverage expertise and seek 
both financial and non-financial resources. We are also planning to find resources to 
spend on a clear branding and a new website that will enhance our fundraising efforts.  
Increasing our use of technology and IT will also be used to monitoring and evaluation 
of our programs more effectively. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP

Will you help us to continue making a difference for many children? 
Your donation is more important than ever before! 

Crete For Life relies on private donations, please help us making many more 
disadvantaged children happy through the chance of a recuperative holiday and with 
our support programs.

• Donate online with Pay Pal

• By bank transfer in Italy at  BANCA PROSSIMA
     IBAN: IT 60N0 3359 0160 0100 0001 03715 Swift/ Bic BCITITMX
    
• By bank transfer in Greece: Alpha Bank A.E. - Heraklion
     IBAN: GR 920140 6640 6640 0200 2012017 Swift CRBA GRAA

• By cheque: You can send us a cheque drawn in Euro, indicating your name, email 
and/or postal adrees to: Crete For Life, P.O. Box 64 Ierapetra 72200, Crete, Greece

Please consider making a repeat donations, whatever the import, because they help us 
enormously with the planning of our activities. 

Your donations to Crete For Life may be tax deductible in Greece or in Italy, contact us 
for detail.

Volunteer and make a difference
Volunteer at a summer camp and with our other projects. 
Volunteer in the office and in our community all year around. 
Volunteer online and on social media. 
Volunteer with fundraising for our projects. 
Please visit our site and contact us.

Wish List
We are updating ou wish list continuously, please ask us for the current one.



ADDRESS  
Crete For Life -  P.O. Box 64  

 Ierapetra 72200
Crete, Greece

TELEPHONE
English/ Italian (+ 30) 6947 063926   

Greek (+30) 6937 370346   

EMAIL
 info@creteforlife.org

www.creteforlife.com
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